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Harding constituents received an email 
survey from the presidential search committee 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, requesting their input for 
future presidential candidates.
Board of Trustees Chairman Dr. Robert 
Walker announced the formation of this 
presidential search committee via a campus-
wide email Feb. 10. The committee includes 
seven board members, three Harding faculty 
and three Harding alumni. 
Also in this email, Walker announced 
the appointment of an executive search firm, 
CarterBaldwin, to aid the search process for 
a new president, making this the first time 
the University has hired an outside executive 
search firm for this process.
“Dr. Walker was looking for people … 
from a variety of backgrounds — people 
who loved Harding, cared about the mission 
and could bring different perspectives to 
the table,” alumnus Charles Ganus, board 
member and chairman of the presidential 
search committee, said. “So that was all 
involved when you look at the list of people.”
Ganus said a wide range of ages are 
represented in the committee, including an 
alumnus who graduated in 2017, and the 
members come from a wide range of talents, 
experiences and backgrounds.
The Feb. 23 survey contained four questions 
and must be completed by March 9 for 
consideration. The survey included questions 
regarding what characteristics and qualities 
students, faculty, staff and alumni deem as 
most important for a president and what 
challenges the president should be prepared 
to face and address.
“At the beginning of this process, we 
wanted to receive input from the Harding 
family, and this [survey] was a way to do 
so,” Ganus said.
Senior Morgan Proffitt, Student Association 
president, said University President David 
Burks recommended a group of students to 
meet with a CarterBaldwin representative 
to discuss students’ perspectives and desires.
“Some of the things we talked about in 
general that we wanted was … a president 
who really cares intimately about the students 
and who seeks connection and ways to get 
to know them … and isn’t just some weird 
figurehead who doesn’t get to know them,” 
Proffitt said.
Proffitt also said the future president 
should be someone who has a strong vision 
for the University’s future and is able to 
make decisions that will lead Harding toward 
that future.
“I think as [a] representative of the 
students … I would say that the vision of 
Harding right now is a lot of times about 
maintaining the tradition we have come 
from in various forms and ways,” Proffitt 
said. “And while I agree that tradition is 
important for understanding the story we 
come from, I believe that a president who 
seeks to add and grow from that would be 
a really beneficial choice.”
Senior Namon Pope, Black Student 
Association president, also said he hopes 
the next president will continue to stretch 
Harding and have a strong vision for the future.
“I’d definitely be looking for a president 
who represents where Harding wants to go 
and where Harding needs to go,” Pope said. 
“In my eyes … Harding has been working to 
make a place for their Black students [and] 
make a place for their students in general 
who are non-White, and so somebody who 
does have the concerns of those students on 
their heart and in their mind — whether that 
means a Black president … or if it means 
just someone who is very conscious of the 
experiences of minorities on campus.”
Pope said he hopes the future president 
can help recognize mistakes Harding has 
made in the past and address more sensitive 
subjects to continue leading the school in a 
better direction — “someone who is in with 
the students and is not afraid to gently and 
lovingly talk about issues that are touchy.”
“Talk about race, talk about different sexual 
orientations, talk about whatever — because 
Christ didn’t hide,” Pope said.
Ganus said the board and search committee 
try to incorporate prayer into every step 
of the process, and he hopes the Harding 
community will join them in doing so.
“The board wants the Harding family 
to join the board and the search committee 
in prayer for God’s guidance to the right 
person,” Ganus said. “That’s part of all our 
discussions and meetings — that prayerful 
process.”
Ganus said the search committee will work 
with CarterBaldwin in finding a president and 
narrowing down the process, and the entire 
board of trustees will ultimately make the final 
decision when the time comes. Additionally, 
Ganus said they will continue to update the 
Harding community as they gather survey 




Recent survey prompts campus input for future president
Men’s social club Knights hosted a chess 
tournament called “Queen’s Gambit” for 
women across campus for the first time 
Saturday, Feb. 20, in the Burks American 
Heritage Building.
A total of 54 women on campus participated, 
and the tournament lasted approximately five 
hours. At the end of the tournament, Knights 
“queened” the winner, freshman Erin Booher, 
making her an official member of the club.
“We were inspired by the Netflix show 
[‘The Queen’s Gambit’], which is about this 
girl who makes it through the finals of the 
worldwide chess tournament and ends up 
winning,” senior Christian Mendez, president 
of Knights, said. “We thought, ‘OK, we can 
do this — host an all girls chess tournament 
— and then in the end, not only will they 
be the best chess player on campus, but they 
will also be a queen for Knights.’” 
Mendez said a fellow club member sparked 
the idea one day during a meeting.
“During one of our executive meetings 
at one of our officer’s houses, [member of 
Knights senior] Mac Conn walked in while 
we were talking about queening, and he said, 
‘Hey, wouldn’t it be funny if we queened from 
a chess tournament,’” Mendez said. 
Mendez said after that, they began making 
plans for the tournament since the spring 
2021 Club Week. 
Knights used a sign-up sheet on Instagram 
to gather participants and spread the word. 
After signing up, senior Landon Webb, secretary 
of Knights, said they would randomly assign 
women to a bracket for the tournament. 
There were referees at each table who used 
an app called ChessClock, which put time 
limits on each player. If the game was not 
over, whoever ran out of time first lost.
Booher said prior to entering this tournament, 
the last memory she had of playing chess was 
in elementary school. One week leading up 
to the tournament, Booher said a friend had 
been teaching her and helping her practice, 





Knights hosts first ever 
‘Queen’s Gambit’ event
?
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Freshman Erin Booher wins men’s social club Knights’ chess tournament 
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Harding is in the process of reopening 
the North Little Rock, Arkansas, satellite 
campus that will offer postgraduate classes.
 The North Little Rock campus will offer 
master’s, specialist and doctorate hybrid 
classes in education leadership. Classes will 
meet three Saturdays per semester, and online 
work will be given in between meetings. Dr. 
Donny Lee, dean of the College of Education, 
recommended that the campus be reopened 
for classes, and this was supported by Dr. 
Marty Spears, Harding provost, and approved 
by University President David Burks. North 
Little Rock offers a “convenient” central 
location for students, Spears said. Students, 
who are typically teachers, principals or 
superintendents, will be able to travel to 
attend in-person class.
 “[The campus] could put us in a better 
position to increase and grow that market 
in the area,” Lee said. “In fact, I think … 
what could happen is we could find that this 
turns out to be reestablishing a brand and 
presence in the Central Arkansas area that 
maybe [have] needed a reset.”
 While the campus was closed, Harding 
still offered educational leadership graduate 
programs. Instead of hosting classes at their 
satellite campus, classes were held at Central 
Arkansas Christian Schools. Students in these 
graduate programs prefered to have hybrid 
courses, Lee said, so Harding decided to 
open the campus and reinstate themselves 
in the Arkansas educational community by 
establishing in-person classes at their own site.
 “They really want some face-to-face 
[classes] because they do so much networking 
in education, and they hire one another,” Dr. 
David Bangs, chair of graduate studies, said. 
“It’s amazing how they hire one another, and 
they can’t really do that [without in-person 
classes].” 
 Harding’s North Little Rock campus 
originally opened in 2001 and was renovated 
in 2017. This campus was closed in summer 
2020, and the decision to shut down day-
to-day operations was made partially due to 
budget concerns and also to evaluate how 
Harding could use strategic locations. 
 “It was never intended, necessarily, to be 
completely shut down,” Lee said. “In fact, 
during the whole period [of closure], we 
continued our lease at the location.” 
 Because Harding continued the lease, 
the move back in has been “straightforward,” 
Spears said. All of the needed furniture is in 
the classrooms and labs, but the technological 
infrastructure is not yet complete.
 “We just lack putting some lecterns in, 
getting our podium computers set up and 
getting the IT turned on,” Bangs said.
 Classes are to begin once the facility is 
fully equipped.
Friday, February 26, 20212A NEWS
Decrease in COVID-19 cases may be 
attributed to testing center closures
Harding to reopen North Little Rock campus
COVID-19 numbers have been decreasing 
across Arkansas, White County and Harding’s 
campus. As of Wednesday, Feb. 24, the number 
of undergraduate active cases dropped to 
one off campus and five on campus, and 
the number of people quarantined was 24. 
No graduate students were in isolation or 
quarantine but two employees were, also 
as of Feb. 24. 
Arkansas’ s winter storms caused testing 
sites to close last week, producing speculations 
of whether the decrease in cases could be 
attributed to the closures. According to 
KUAR, a public radio in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson said he credited the 
decrease to last week’s sequence of events.
The number of active cases in Arkansas 
dropped by 916 to 7,323. In White County, 
there were 4,668 confirmed cases and 4,521 
recovered cases as of Feb. 23.
“Compared with a national peak of 314,093 
cases reported to CDC on Jan. 8, 2021, the 
daily number of cases (in Arkansas) has 
declined by 69%,”  the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) website 
reported Jan. 17. “The current 23% decrease 
in the 7-day average number of daily cases 
reported also provides an encouraging sign 
of recent progress.”
The exact reason for the decrease is not 
tied to one specific event or cautionary tactic. 
Director of Student Health Services Mary 
Darden said there are a variety of factors 
contributing to the decline, such as the 
distribution of vaccines and people taking 
precautions.  
“Last week, in just here in Searcy and on 
campus, of course I think we had a decrease 
because clinics were closed [and] people 
weren’t able to get out and get tested if 
they needed to,” Darden said. “I think that 
would probably influence a small amount 
of numbers. It probably wouldn’t influence 
the whole overall picture.”
Darden said coronavirus spikes are still 
possible and can occur due to the new 
variant strains of the virus appearing or if 
people relax in following CDC guidelines. 
Dean of Students Zach Neal said he 
is hopeful about the future, and while he 
encourages everyone to continue to do their 
part in keeping everyone safe, he does not 
expect any more events to cause a serious 
spike in cases.
“I am very thankful for the lower 
numbers,” Neal said. “I’m not sure one 
specific precaution or reason could be given 
full credit, but I do feel the holistic approach 
has proven successful.”
However, Darden said she still cautions 
against becoming too comfortable and 
slacking off in regard to the regulations.    
“Students on campus should continue to 
follow CDC and campus recommendations,” 
Darden said. “I think letting your guard 
down by not wearing masks or physical 




Top: Dr. Julie Hixon-Wallace fills a syringe with a dose of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine on Feb. 20. Bottom: A Harding employee recieves a 
dose of the vaccine. Inclement weather delayed the clinics, which were 
originally scheduled for Feb. 18 and 19. 





W h e n  s h e  b e g a n 
playing, Booher said she 
became laser-focused, and 
when she called “checkmate,” 
she still was not even certain 
that she had won. Booher 
said by the final game, the 
tournament had gathered 
a large crowd, and after she 
won, everyone ran outside to “queen” her.
“I really love and admire Knights, so I was 
very excited to be a part of them,” Booher 
said. “I was a little apprehensive because of 
the nature of how I was made queen and 
because I’m a freshman, but they’ve all 
been very deliberate in encouraging me and 
welcoming me.”
Junior Konrad Heyen, historian for 
Knights, said not only were there over 50 
participants, but hundreds of people watched 
the tournament throughout the day.
“For the final match, we had over 200 
people watching in person and on t h e 
livestream [on Instagram],” Heyen 
said. “It seemed to bring all types 
of students together, whether 
[they were] in a social club or 
not, which is better than we 
could have imagined.”
Heyen said although the 
tournament was a success, he 
does not think Knights will do 
it again but will instead come 
up with another original idea 
to enjoy in the future.
Junior Andrea Martinez plays against 
freshman Erin Booher in the final 
chess match of the “Queen’s Gam-
bit.”Fifty-four women participated in 
the tournament on Feb. 20. 
Photo by AUDREY JACKSON
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"Letter from a Birmingham Jail" 
ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions 
editor for The Bison. He may be 
contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu. 
The sake of 
something better
In this week’s edition of The Bison, there is an excerpt from Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s “Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail,” and before that excerpt you will see a 
brief editor’s note that I wrote to frame the 
piece. In this editor’s note, I say that King’s 
message in this letter is just as relevant for 
us today as it was for his original audience. 
I wanted to use this space to explain why 
I say that.
I imagine that some readers might read 
that comment and be a little confused. I 
imagine some might think, “Um, wasn’t 
King trying to address segregation and 
voting rights? And didn’t the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 solve that? I get that this is a great 
letter and was important in changing public 
attitude back then, but why would you say 
that this letter is still relevant now?”
As much as I would love to think that 
King’s dream has been actualized in this 
country, it is impossible to look at the facts 
and seriously suggest so. Let me share three 
aspects of King’s life and legacy that we can 
still learn from today.
First, King identified “the White 
moderate” as a greater “stumbling block” 
for racial equality than racist extremists. 
It can be easy to see groups like the KKK 
and neo-Nazis and scapegoat them as the 
only ones holding our nation back from 
racial reconciliation. King rejected that 
notion, and instead pointed out how the 
silent White majority is typically the central 
driving force (or barrier) for real change in a 
democracy. With great privilege comes great 
responsibility, and that is just as true today as 
it was when King sat in a Birmingham jail.
Second, today we typically only celebrate 
King’s work up until 1964-65. It is important 
to remember that King did not suddenly 
stop his activism, but instead just became 
increasingly unpopular. King never stopped 
fighting for social justice; mainstream 
America just stopped supporting his work 
as he moved beyond more “acceptable” 
changes and towards more controversial 
changes. In a 1967 interview, King spoke of 
a “new phase” of the civil rights movement 
that was more concerned with “genuine 
equality” than the earlier phase of the 
1960s, which merely focused on gaining 
full citizenship rights. King also initiated 
the Poor People's Campaign in 1967, which 
sought to address the growing economic 
inequality in American society. Tragically, 
King had little opportunity to make much 
progress on these initiatives.
Which brings me to my final point: Let's 
not forget that King was assassinated for 
his activism. The most celebrated voice of 
racial equality and nonviolent protest in 
American history could not even make it 
to 40. King’s message was so controversial 
that he was killed for it. So why would we 
assume that his work has been finished or that 
his message wouldn’t still apply to us now?
Before I close, let me acknowledge that 
these are the words of a White writer trying 
to talk seriously about race, and that I am 
clearly not the go-to person for such insight. 
My intention in writing this piece is merely 
to do what I can to prep the ears for people 
to better hear the words of more important 
voices, such as King’s. As someone speaking 
with as much privilege as one could desire, I 
am deeply grateful for voices such as King’s, 
who have helped open the eyes and ears of 
people like me — people who tragically 
would often never even hear the cries of 
the oppressed living just down the street.
MORGAN PROFFITT is the student 
association president. She may 
be contacted at sa@harding.edu. 
The snow makes me poetic. The falling snowflakes, each one gentle and 
unique; the ground covered with a blanket 
of white; the cold air filling my lungs, waking 
me up as I trudge through the powdery 
drifts. Everywhere I looked this week I was 
blinded by the glittering white of the snow, 
everything covered with a dust that made it 
look better than before. 
New snow looks like a clean slate, like a 
beckoning chance to start over. No one has 
run through and left their footprints behind. 
No one, at least not yet, has charged a path, 
shoveling and scraping to get back to the 
ground they know. New snow is a breath 
of fresh air, covering up the hurt and pain 
of the ground below it and acting as the 
great equalizer to all those it comes into 
contact with. 
This last week has made me think a lot 
about clean slates and starting over. As a 
senior about to graduate in two and a half 
months, most days it feels a little too late to 
have a clean slate. How can I start over if 
I’m about to leave? I feel the tension of my 
future like a string being stretched — every 
day I’m coming closer to the reality of 
adulthood, and every day I feel like a thinner 
version of myself.
The snow, while beautiful, is anything 
but convenient. Classes canceled, businesses 
forced to reduce their hours, cars stuck 
under piles of snow, clothes wet and cold. 
The snow, while we might not immediately 
recognize it as such, forces us to sacrifice, to 
change for the sake of nature. We didn’t get 
to choose the foot of snow that surrounded 
us. I didn’t get to choose the complete break 
of my schedule. But in this forced disruption, 
I was made aware just how beautiful it is to 
just walk with nowhere in mind. To wake up 
and work on what I could with what I had. 
To have no schedule and learn to appreciate 
the freedom. In this sacrifice of “normal,” I 
was asked what was worth doing. The answer, 
surprisingly, wasn’t all the things I typically 
fill my schedule with. It was spending time 
with friends, being out in the beautiful world 
around me, and choosing to do things that 
gave me life, even if they were societally 
considered a “waste of time.”
It was in one of these trudges to Midnight 
Oil that I realized it’s not too late for me to 
have a clean slate — in fact, it will never be 
too late. The gift of life is that every day we 
get the chance to forge new paths, to change 
direction and trust our own feet, not the 
prints before us. As cliche as it sounds, no 
matter how far into your college career, you 
can change. You can give up the things in 
your life that weigh heavy and burdensome, 
and you can choose to pick up a yoke that is 
easy and a burden that is light. You can trust 
that with the sacrifice of what's known or 
certain, you can uncover a life that is both 
lighter and brighter. 
This past week began the Lenten season 
with Ash Wednesday, a time typically marked 
by fasting from something for the six week 
duration of the season. As we in the Christian 
tradition prepare our hearts for Easter, consider 
what in your life is worth doing, and what is 
worth giving up for the sake of something 
better. As my friend Nathan recently wrote: 
“Breathe life into this dust;
We are but dust.
Lead us into death;





 In honor of Black History Month, the Opinions page is reprinting a brief excerpt of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s famous “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” In this 1963 letter, King addresses Southern, 
White preachers who were critical of the civil rights demonstrations that King had helped coordinate 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 
 While King wrote this letter almost 60 years ago, his words are just as relevant 
to us today as they were to his original audience. If you have never read this letter 
before, I am excited for you to experience one of the most powerful pieces of 
literature in American history for the first time. If you have read this letter before, 
I encourage you to go ahead and read it again; I suspect the impact of King’s words 
will not be lost on you, either.
 Below is a tiny excerpt of King’s letter. If you can find the time, it is beyond 
worth it to read the letter in its entirety. May we all take King’s words to heart and 
honor his legacy by continuing his fight for social justice and racial equality.
I must confess that over the past few years I have been gravely dis-
appointed with the white moderate. 
I have almost reached the regret-
table conclusion that the Negro's 
great stumbling block in his stride 
toward freedom is not the White 
Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux 
Klanner, but the white moderate, 
who is more devoted to "order" 
than to justice; who prefers a neg-
ative peace which is the absence of 
tension to a positive peace which is 
the presence of justice; who con-
stantly says: "I agree with you in the 
goal you seek, but I cannot agree 
with your methods of direct action"; 
who paternalistically believes he can 
set the timetable for another man's 
freedom; who lives by a mythical 
concept of time and who constant-
ly advises the Negro to wait for a 
"more convenient season." Shallow 
understanding from people of good 
will is more frustrating than abso-
lute misunderstanding from people 
of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is 
much more bewildering than out-
right rejection.
I had hoped that the white mod-
erate would understand that law 
and order exist for the purpose of 
establishing justice and that when 
they fail in this purpose they be-
come the dangerously structured 
dams that block the flow of social 
progress. I had hoped that the white 
moderate would understand that 
the present tension in the South is 
a necessary phase of the transition 
from an obnoxious negative peace, 
in which the Negro passively accept-
ed his unjust plight, to a substantive 
and positive peace, in which all men 
will respect the dignity and worth 
of human personality. Actually, we 
who engage in nonviolent direct 
action are not the creators of ten-
sion. We merely bring to the surface 
the hidden tension that is already 
alive. We bring it out in the open, 
where it can be seen and dealt with. 
Like a boil that can never be cured 
so long as it is covered up but must 
be opened with all its ugliness to the 
natural medicines of air and light, 
injustice must be exposed, with all 
the tension its exposure creates, to 
the light of human conscience and 
the air of national opinion before it 
can be cured.
***
I have traveled the length and 
breadth of Alabama, Mississippi 
and all the other southern states. On 
sweltering summer days and crisp 
autumn mornings I have looked at 
the South's beautiful churches with 
their lofty spires pointing heaven-
ward. I have beheld the impressive 
outlines of her massive religious 
education buildings. Over and over 
I have found myself asking: "What 
kind of people worship here? Who is 
their God? Where were their voices 
when the lips of Governor Barnett 
dripped with words of interposi-
tion and nullification? Where were 
they when Governor Wallace gave a 
clarion call for defiance and hatred? 
Where were their voices of support 
when bruised and weary Negro men 
and women decided to rise from the 
dark dungeons of complacency to 
the bright hills of creative protest?"
Yes, these questions are still in my 
mind. In deep disappointment I 
have wept over the laxity of the 
church. But be assured that my tears 
have been tears of love. There can 
be no deep disappointment where 
there is not deep love. Yes, I love the 
church. How could I do otherwise? I 
am in the rather unique position of 
being the son, the grandson and the 
great grandson of preachers. Yes, I 
see the church as the body of Christ. 
But, oh! How we have blemished 
and scarred that body through 
social neglect and through fear of 
being nonconformists.
Reprinted by arrangement with 
The Heirs to the Estate of Martin 
Luther King Jr., c/o Writers House 
as agent for the proprietor New 
York, NY. Copyright © 1963 by 
D r.  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g , J r . 
R e n e w e d  ©  1 9 9 1  b y





One of the cool things about history is that it ’s always the 100th 
anniversary of something. The year 2021 
marks a century since Albert Einstein won 
the Nobel Prize in physics, 100 years after 
Babe Ruth broke his first home run record 
and the centennial of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. While we’re celebrating, 
we might as well recognize that 2021 also 
marks 10 decades since a magician first 
sawed someone in half on stage. 
Yes, it’s hardly a polite way to entertain 
a crowd. The victim — usually a woman 
— climbs into a box and is locked in. The 
magician — usually a man — grabs a giant 
saw and begins slicing his way through the 
box, seemingly separating the woman from 
her lower half. The two sections are pulled 
apart as the guy in the tuxedo stands between 
them and smiles for pictures. Then the box 
is pushed back together, the lid is unlocked 
and out steps the smiling lady, seemingly 
unbothered by the attempted murder. 
Audiences have seen this so often it’s 
hardly novel, but back in 1921, this illusion 
took American and British vaudeville by 
storm. Two competing magicians claimed 
credit for the idea and had slightly differing 
versions, so they each built multiple copies 
of the apparatus, trained other performers to 
present it and sent them to every available 
variety theatre in order to be the first to 
saw a woman in half on that stage. 
Sometimes the performer would hire an 
ambulance to park outside the theatre, just 
to increase the morbid excitement. Within a 
decade, markets had been so saturated with 
the trick that magicians took things up a 
notch and introduced a mechanical buzz 
saw to do the dirty work. In one infamous 
moment on television years later, a performer 
from India ran a buzz saw through his 
assistant, only to have the station cut to a 
commercial before the trick ended, right 
before the woman was revealed to be still 
attached to her legs. Panicked viewers 
thought the woman had died and flooded 
the station with calls. 
But one performance of the sawing 
illusion stands out. It happened during 
a show one night in 1937. A magician 
named Rajah Raboid kept being heckled 
by a man in the audience, so he pulled the 
man onstage and threatened to saw him in 
half. The man was put into the box. After 
Raboid finished sawing, he opened the lid 
and lifted out the man’s legs, which promptly 
ran off the stage into the wings. Then the 
top half of the man shouted, “Where’s the 
rest of me?” He hopped out of the box and 
— clearly missing everything below the 
torso — walked off the stage on his hands. 
The audience went into hysterics. Some 
members fainted. Others threw up. Still 
others ran screaming for the exits. Panicked 
men climbed over their dates to get away. 
No one stayed calm, though I imagine there 
might have been a couple of stiff-upper-lip 
British types in the back seats who turned 
to each other and said, “Now that was a 
cracking good trick.” 
But alas, there were only a few performances. 
Rajah Raboid realized that the trick was way 
too strong. Audiences liked being scared, 
but it would be several years before “shock 
theatre” found its true medium.  
So how was it done? Normally, as a 
card-carrying member of the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians, I would be sworn 
to secrecy. But every time this story is told, 
the secret is revealed, mostly as a tribute to 
the uniquely talented individuals involved. 
Johnny Eck was known as a “half-boy.” He 
was born without the lower half of his torso 
and spent part of his 79-year life in show 
business. A magician, sideshow performer, 
artist, photographer, puppeteer and model-
maker, Eck was a man of many talents. In 
1932 he appeared in Tod Browning’s film 
“Freaks,” a movie so controversial it was 
banned for decades in several countries. 
Oh, and I should mention that Johnny 
had a twin brother Bob who was normal 
height. But from the waist up, he and 
Johnny looked identical. “Ah, ha!” you say. 
Bob was the heckler from the audience. 
In the confusion of getting onstage, he 
slipped for a second behind the curtain 
to be switched for his brother, who was 
resting on the shoulders of a little person 
named Frankie Saluto, who, incidentally, 
spent most of his career as a clown with 
the Ringling Brothers circus. Frankie was 
wearing a pair of pants that came up over 
his head, so with Johnny on top, the two 
looked exactly like Bob. 
The illusion depended on very careful 
timing and balance until Johnny and Frankie 
went into the box. Then after it was sawn 
in half, the two guys came unglued, and so 
did the audience. It was a wonderfully weird 
moment in stage history, made possible 
because of a trick that turns 100 this year. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is the narrative 
columnist for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
A Century and a Half
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provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, 
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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I recently read the book “All Adults Here” by Emma Straub, which 
recounts the intertwining stories of family 
members throughout the years. The eldest 
family member, Astrid Strick, serves as 
the centerpiece of the story. At around 
60 years old, Astrid begins rethinking her 
parenting methods, decisions and general 
disposition toward life. And as she begins 
to observe her own children transitioning 
into the role of parents, she realizes how 
her own decisions and treatment toward her 
kids — from flippant remarks to calculated 
punishments — may have deeply affected 
her family members, even decades later.
Meanwhile, her kids — who are now 
adults approaching their 30s and 40s — start 
embarking on shaky territory, attempting 
to pave the way for their own individual 
families while simultaneously serving as 
siblings and wounded sons and daughters 
— people who bear years of wear-and-
tear from living with and learning from 
other imperfect people. They learn it all is 
a balancing act and that life requires them 
to wear many different hats: recovering 
perfectionist, previously-temperamental 
teenager, soothing mother figure, and now 
improving middle-aged aunt, to name a few. 
They find that, ultimately, all their decisions 
and lived moments have intertwined with 
and affected those they care for most. And, 
in a series of uncomfortable findings, they 
realize that the most influential decisions 
made and words uttered to those around them 
were the ones they were too preoccupied 
with at the time to realize their gravity.
Upon reading this book, the thought that 
stuck with me is that people are selfish — 
myself severely included. People are fearful 
and slip into self-preservation mode at the 
drop of a hat. Personally, I so often try to 
shrug this off and give myself the benefit of 
the doubt, but more times than not I will 
choose what is most comfortable, easy and 
beneficial for me. We are this way, not because 
we are terrible people, per se, but because 
we have always been this way. So often, we 
only seem to look a few inches in front of 
our faces and are each consumed by our own 
drama, hopes, dreams and heartaches. But 
we forget, just as the Strick family did, that 
our stories are intertwining. Just as we make 
one decision, it can instantly affect another, 
and just as we are caught up in our own 
worries, so is the person standing in front 
of us at the grocery store. We forget this 
because we live inside our heads, thinking 
about our next move or our own discomfort, 
frustrations or preoccupations.
By the end of “All Adults Here,” despite 
the characters’ recognition that they were, 
in fact, grown-ups, they still held onto 
childhood memories and wounds — ways 
that their mother or brother or whoever 
had flippantly made a comment that deeply 
affected their self-perception. As they 
rehashed these occurrences, they realized 
the impact their words and deeds had. They 
realized the gravity a conversation could 
have when they were only half-heartedly 
speaking. They also realized, however, that 
they could forgive and heal and press onward. 
Through her written words, Straub taught 
her readers that our decisions, words and 
actions are intertwining with all those around 
us. Through narration and dialogue, she 
showed me that my decisions and thoughts 
do not only affect me, but they affect those 
I care most about and, at times, even those 
I briefly encounter on a daily commute. 
She taught me that people are selfish, but 
they do not have to be. We can look up and 
reach out in recognition that our lives are 
not only our own.
Thoughts on ‘All 
Adults Here’
Competition is healthyStudent WriterBritty Gist
It is the age old question: Do participation ribbons create lazy children? 
I am a firm believer in healthy competition. 
Competition helps mold young children 
and teaches them the value of how to be 
a humble winner and a gracious loser. I, 
myself, am quite competitive and I do not 
like to lose — but who does? 
When I was a kid, we had playdates 
with the neighbor’s children, participated 
in youth league sports, played family games, 
etc. Except when I was a child, there were 
rarely participation ribbons given in those 
instances. If I was playing basketball, softball, 
soccer or even a simple board game with my 
sisters, there would be a winner and a loser. 
Sometimes, unfortunately, that loser was me. 
Did it sting? Yes. Did it hurt my feelings? 
Yes. But losing taught me much more than 
how to strategize to win the game next time. 
Losing taught me vital social skills on how 
to congratulate my opponent even if I was 
angry about losing. It taught me how to get 
back up after being knocked down again 
and again, to hopefully one day see myself 
on the other side as the winner. It taught 
me how to humbly accept success without 
rubbing it in someone else’s face. It taught 
me, on a small scale, simple life lessons that 
would benefit me in the future. 
In today’s culture, society is breeding 
kids to think that everyone’s a winner. To 
an extent, that is true. Being on a team and 
learning a new skill or sport does make you 
a winner, but children these days are not 
learning the value of humility with winning, 
nor are they learning how to be gracious 
with loss. Kids are becoming lazy due to 
this “everybody wins” attitude. Participation 
should not be used as a Band-Aid to cover 
up the hurt of losing. Losing is not wrong, 
but not letting kids get “hurt” by their losses 
when they’re young is. It only sets them up 
for failure as an adult. It conditions them 
to think that they can put in the lowest 
level of effort and still get by in life. They 
aren’t being taught to apply themselves or 
how to get up when they have fallen, and 
this is an issue.
This idea of “participation is enough” 
is not only seen in kids’ games and sports, 
but it is now seen even in the classroom. 
When I was in elementary school, we had 
programs put in place that made sure children 
stayed caught up if they fell behind, while 
also teaching them discipline. And, we also 
were given zeros when we did not do our 
work.  Programs like these show children 
that if you just apply yourself and put in a 
little bit of effort, you can stay caught up 
and, in a sense, win. 
Did you know that in many states, 
teachers are not even allowed to fail students 
anymore? They are told to simply pass them 
on whether they have done any work or 
not. What good does that do for the next 
generations? They are growing up without 
learning basic skills of time management and 
responsibility, then they are being pushed 
on to be someone else’s problem the next 
year. This is not OK. These kids are entering 
college and the workforce without having 
been challenged at all. 
Policies and guidelines like these have 
been put in place to help children, but I 
am here to argue that it is actually hurting 
them in the long run. Kids should be taught 
to shoot for the stars, not aim for low-level 
mediocrity. Challenges and hurdles are no 
longer seen as stepping stones to the top, but 
rather a place to get stuck until somebody 
comes along and holds their hand as they 
go around them. I hope that if the teachers 
and coaches aren’t permitted to show these 
kids how to grow from loss and failure, 
maybe there is hope that parents can instill 




MADISON SCOTT is the editor-in-
chief for The Bison. She can be 
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.
BRITTY GIST is a student writer 




People are selfish, but 
they don’t have to be.
– Britty Gist,
student writer
Kids should be taught to 
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Weather, COVID-19 caused more delays 
Lady Bisons volleyball team ranked 12th 
in AVCA Division II poll
The Lady Bisons volleyball team ranked 
12th in the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association (AVCA) Division II poll. The 
AVCA poll is voted on by coaches in each 
division, and this is the second time in program 
history that the team has been ranked. The 
last time the Lady Bisons were ranked was 
in 2011 when Harding ranked 23rd. 
Sophomore middle blocker Libby Hinton 
led the Lady Bisons in the three-set win 
over Southern Arkansas University Feb. 9, 
registering a season high of both kills (11) 
and attack percentage (.529) and helping the 
team earn their third victory. Hinton was 
recognized as week three’s Great American 
Conference (GAC) offensive player of the 
week for her performance and said the 
ranking portrays the growth and legacy of 
Harding volleyball.
“It means a lot to receive this ranking,” 
Hinton said. “It means we are playing at a 
high level and continuing to grow the legacy 
of Harding volleyball.” 
Sophomore Emma Winiger said this 
ranking showcases all of the hard work that 
they have been putting into this season over 
the past year, despite all of the challenges. 
“With COVID, our season is very different, 
but our team is really good at finding ways 
to overcome the things that come our way,” 
Winiger said. “For example, we haven’t had 
a match yet where all of our team could play, 
whether that be from having COVID-19 
or being close contacted, it has been really 
different not having all of our squad there.”
Sophomore Kelli McKinnon said she 
thinks because of the nature of their season, 
it motivates everyone to enjoy each day and 
each game.
“This season has been one that we just feel 
so grateful we get to play in, and I think that 
has really motivated us to progress beyond 
what we previously thought we were capable 
of,” McKinnon said. “This season for me, and 
I think all of the team can say, is just one 
where we feel even more inspired than ever to 
play like every game is our last and to never 
pass up an opportunity that comes our way.”
After 12 days of not playing due to 
inclement weather, the Lady Bisons won 
against Arkansas Tech Tuesday, Feb. 23, to 
remain on the top of the GAC with a 4-0 
record. The volleyball team will be back on 
the court Tuesday, March 2, when they travel 
to Arkansas Monticello, who they beat 3-0 
in their opening game of the season.
After seasons resumed for volleyball, 
basketball, track, golf, tennis, softball and 
baseball this spring, several games for each 
team were canceled due to COVID-19 and 
inclement weather concerns.
Three games into their spring 2021 
season, the Lady Bisons volleyball team faced 
cancellations when inclement weather closed 
campus for seven days between Feb. 11-19.
“The unknowns have given us a new 
perspective on why we even play volleyball,” 
sophomore middle blocker Libby Hinton 
said. “It is not just for winning — it is for 
building relationships.”
The Harding University men’s basketball 
team has also faced challenges with COVID-19 
and unexpected weather, with eight out 
of 19 of their games being canceled since 
their season started in January. Aside from 
cancellations, the team has had to deal with 
players being quarantined or put in isolation.
“Yesterday was our first game with everybody 
back and able to play,” junior guard Collier 
Blackburn said. “And there was a stretch 
where we didn’t do any contact in practice.”
Head volleyball coach Meredith Fear 
said she and the team have been doing what 
they can to keep practicing like normal and 
on schedule, while also taking the necessary 
precautions to ensure everyone’s health and 
safety. They do online screening, wear masks 
at all times when not playing, do weekly 
testing and more to prevent COVID-19 
transmission.
Sophomore Ally Stoner, outside hitter 
for the volleyball team, said they all remain 
optimistic for this season and are taking it 
one day at a time. The team has yet to have a 
game canceled due to COVID-19, but they 
did have a game, along with two practices, 
canceled because of the ice and snow in 
the same week. The team practiced and 
prepared last week, despite the weather, and 
did conditioning and workouts on their own 
time in the safety of their respective homes.
“We are adapting to everything that has 
come our way,” Stoner said. “We are keeping 
our hands open while letting go of what we 
can’t control and controlling what we can.”
Hinton said that COVID-19 fluctuations 
and the weather are unpredictable, and they 
have tried to use practice as an opportunity 
to not only grow their skills and plays, but 
to also better themselves as individuals and 
as a team.
“They are so wonderful,” Fear said. “I 
have been impressed with their resiliency 
and good attitudes during this time, and I 
Dear Major League Baseball, 
Hi. It’s Andrew, but you already knew 
that. It’s been a while, even though the last 
out of the World Series feels like it happened 
just last week. Through all the excitement of 
celebrating Clayton Kershaw finally getting 
his ring, I forgot what was just around the 
corner: a long, lonely and lackluster four 
months without baseball. 
Things got a little rough without you for 
a while. It almost seemed like it wouldn’t 
get better, either. But that’s the funny thing 
about you and other sports, isn’t it? Even 
when things get their worst, you’re there to 
distract us from our problems, even if just 
for a second. I’m sure there are others like 
me who needed you really badly, too, and 
that’s OK. 
Honestly, I’m just glad you’re back. 
Once we get to the tail end of February, 
my spirits always get lifted, as is the case 
for the millions of others like me out there. 
Everyone knows what February means: It’s 
time for spring training. Even though it’s 
pre-season work, it’s still exciting to see that 
you’re back at all. For baseball fans everywhere, 
like myself, it’s like a second Christmas, and 
after waiting all those long months, baseball 
is finally back.
A lot has changed since you left us with 
the Dodgers atop the baseball world. We’ve 
seen a lot of superstars change teams, like 
George Springer (Houston Astros to Toronto 
Blue Jays) and Trevor Bauer (Cincinnati Reds 
to Los Angeles Dodgers), and we’ve seen a 
couple of guys lock in their loyalty to their 
current cities, like Marcell Ozuna (Braves, 4 
years/$64M) and, perhaps the most electric 
young athlete you’ve ever given us, Fernando 
Tatis Jr. (14 years/$340M). A few of your 
rules have changed, and new and better 
changes are happening with you, too. You 
gave us a new list of prospects to be excited 
about for years to come, and we lost one of 
your brightest stars and oldest trailblazers 
in Hank Aaron. Like in real life, you give 
us ups and downs; we feel uplifted when 
we win and distraught when we lose. Some 
need to work harder than others, and some 
may choose to take the wrong path. But, like 
life, every single bit of it is worth it because 
that’s part of the experience. When things 
get at their worst, you’re there to pick us back 
up. I don’t know about everyone else, but I 
really needed you back. 
As a lifelong fan, I’ve turned to you in every 
aspect of my life. The times I’ve appreciated 
you the most were always when I felt I was 
at my worst. Those have been happening a 
lot since the pandemic first started, but that’s 
one of the added “perks” to depression, isn’t 
it? It doesn’t matter because you always help 
me push through, as I know you’ve done for 
millions alike out there. 
It’s been a long four months waiting for 
you to get back. Now that you’re back, I’ve 
got a quick question: What took you so long? 
First game is Feb. 28, right? Atlanta Braves 
versus Tampa Bay Rays, right? I’m there. 
I’m so elated that you’re finally back. Now 




The Lady Bisons listen to feedback from head coach Meredith Fear during a timeout against University of Arkansas 
at Monticello on Jan. 26. The team is ranked 12th in the American Volleyball Coaches Association Divison II poll.
photo courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY
ANDREW CICCO is the head sports 
editor for The Bison. He may be 
contacted at acicco@harding.edu. 






































Did you play your sport in 
the snow?
What is your favorite 
activity to do in the snow?
How many people did you 
hit with snowballs last 
week?
How many cups of hot 




One Zero Two Zero One
Headline
Students play in the snow on Feb. 17. Athletic events were canceled after the Harding campus closed from Feb. 11 - 19 due to 
inclement weather. Students found alternate ways to stay active during the week.
Photos by AUDREY JACKSON
Friday, February 26, 20212B SPORTS
Men’s Basketball Women’s Basketball Women’s Volleyball
Arkansas-Monticello          10-4
Southern Arkansas            10-4
Henderson State               8-7
Ouachita                            4-8
Arkansas Tech                  4-9
Harding                             4-8
Arkansas Tech                  10-1
Henderson State                5-5
Ouachita                            2-3
Southern Arkansas            2-8
Arkansas-Monticello          1-4
Harding                              6-5
Harding                              4-0
Arkansas Tech                   3-1
Arkansas-Monticello          2-2
Ouachita                            2-2
Henderson State                1-3
Southern Arkansas            0-4
As of Wednesday, Feb. 24
GAC Season Update
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Professor Dutch Hoggatt has been teaching for a total of 40 years at Harding, ACU
Aside from his role as a professor of 
communication, Dr. Dutch Hoggatt wears many 
different hats: KVHU radio station manager, 
Lady Bison basketball game commentator, 
cattle rancher, and Bible teacher and supervisor 
over media and audio at West Side Church 
of Christ. Additionally, he bears the titles of 
photographer, husband, father and grandfather. 
“I love being at Harding,” Hoggatt said. “I 
never imagined living in Arkansas, but I love 
the state, the city and the University. I can’t 
imagine what I would be doing if I was not here.” 
Dr. Jack Shock, distinguished professor 
of communication, said Hoggatt has 
a strong work ethic and dedication to 
the radio station and Harding students.
“I have loved working with Dr. Hoggatt, 
and we are very lucky to have him,” Shock said.
 Hoggatt has worked at Harding for 24 
years. Before coming to the University, Hoggatt 
taught for 16 years at Abilene Christian 
University (ACU). Throughout his ACU 
career, he served as video producer, producing 
commercials, recruitment videos, promotional 
videos, yearbook videos, video documentaries 
and more. Hoggatt said he has also traveled 
around the world to Israel, Greece, Turkey 
and other parts of Europe, producing religious 
history and Biblical archaeology documentaries.
   “I love the variety of things I’m able to teach 
and experience,” Hoggatt said. “I’m able to teach 
material that I love to talk about with students.” 
Hoggatt teaches Intro to Broadcasting, 
Radio Practicum, Radio Production and 
Performance, Film History, Music History, Audio 
Production, and Beatles Media and Culture. 
Hoggatt’s passion for his content has allowed 
him to make a great impact on many students.
“He has served as a person from whom 
I have gained an extensive amount of 
knowledge and has been an amicable person 
to work for,” sophomore Weston Timms said.
 Timms works at the radio station and 
has taken Hoggatt’s Film History and Beatles 
Media and Culture classes. Timms said his 
favorite time with Hoggatt was learning the 
starting points of rock and roll on a Memphis, 
Tennessee, trip in the Beatles class. Timms said 
he learned a lot from Hoggatt, including how 
to fully operate the control system of a radio 
station and the Beatles’ influence on society.
“Dr. Hoggatt is an amazing man to learn 
from,” senior Jackson Duncan said. “He 
allows students, like myself, the incredible 
opportunity of getting hands-on experience.”
Photo by AUDREY JACKSON
Student artists connect with 
different music genres in 
the same way
Artists all over campus write, record, 
produce their own original music
Several Harding students use music 
as an outlet for expression, as well as a way 
to be pushed out of their comfort zones. 
Freshman Oliver Graves, musically known 
as “Glover Boy,” is one of those students and 
writes songs focusing on personal experiences.
“I have always felt like the best lyricists 
are the ones that write about something 
personal, but leave room for others 
to interpret their songs,” Graves said. 
Graves said he fears feeling as though 
he has not adequately described what he is 
trying to write about, and one way that he 
works against that is by writing every day. 
The act of writing every day pushes him 
to become more comfortable and allows 
for him to process his thoughts better.
“Some songs, I worry about what 
people will think of the words I use,” 
Graves said. “But more for me, the fear 
is in not being able to do it justice.” 
Senior Oliva Nutt also creates music 
as an outlet to express her feelings. Nutt 
said she listens to other people’s stories to 
pour into her music. Nutt said she plays 
music as a way to escape and understand 
more of what is happening around her. 
“Although I don’t get to play out much 
anymore, the feeling of playing and creating 
still feels the same,” Nutt said. “Music doesn’t 
truly change even when our circumstances do.” 
While Graves and Nutt connect with 
different musical genres, the feelings of 
creating music are very similar for both. 
Graves produces R&B/pop music while Nutt 
prefers a more indie style for her compositions. 
While some artists write as the first step 
to create a song, others find that chords or 
melody drives the process. Junior Jair Lopez 
begins writing songs by finding a melody or 
progression of chords that expresses the mood 
and then moves onto the lyrics. Lopez records 
covers and features on other artists’ music, as 
well as posting his own covers. He said he 
allows passion to drive his musical creation. 
“I want my passion for music to become 
something more tangible and start recording 
my own music,” Lopez said. “Even after college, 
I want to keep learning as much as possible, 
helping more musicians grow and connect 
with others that see music the same way I do.”
Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS
Professor spotlight: Dutch Hoggatt
RACHEL BIBLE 
student writer
Freshmen arrange 20 
Valentine’s Day blind dates
What began as a joke in the Cathcart 
Hal l  lobby  resu l ted  in  b l ind  dates 
for 40 f reshmen on Valentine’s Day. 
Freshmen Evie Boyd and Gracie Steelman 
were joking around with some friends about 
their upcoming plans for Valentine’s Day 
when they decided to post on social media, 
asking their close friends if anyone would 
be interested in being set up on a blind date.
“We were really surprised by how many 
people were actually interested,” Steelman said. 
“We had over 40 people respond. We ended 
up making a list of all of the participants, then 
picked out the pairs based on their personalities. 
We were friends with everyone who signed 
up, so it wasn’t hard to match people up. All 
we did was text the boys a time to pick the 
girls up and a location for them to eat dinner.”
Steelman and Boyd rounded up all 
20 women in Cathcart, then escorted 
them out to the designated date’s car, 
took their picture and sent them off.
“Our goal was to set up a fun night for a 
bunch of our friends who wouldn’t be doing 
anything on Valentine’s Day,” Steelman 
said. “Most people said they had a good 
time and made new friendships. We even 
got three second-dates out of it. Sending 
off 20 couples on blind dates was a lot, but 
hearing about everyone’s nights afterwards 
made all of our funny efforts worth it.”
Freshman Ashlyn Voss was one friend who 
expressed interest in the idea of a blind date.
“I was really hesitant to do this because I 
thought it would be awkward, but I decided 
to do it since I had nothing else to do that 
night,” Voss said. “My date was super sweet 
and an absolute gentleman. We had good 
conversations and a great time. He brought 
me flowers, opened my door and paid for my 
dinner. I would recommend this to everyone 
because it is a cool way to meet people that 
you normally wouldn’t talk to, or even know.”
Fr e s h m a n  Ty l e r  S z o s t e k  a l s o 
participated in the Valentine’s Day activities.
“I would do this process again, but only if 
I was good friends with the person who would 
be setting me up on the blind date,” Szostek 
said. “It’s kind of exciting to see who your date 
is going to be and how the night is going to 
go. I would recommend it to a friend, for sure, 
because it’s a great way to put yourself out 
there, and you never know what could happen.”
The process ended up yielding a fun 
night, not only for the freshmen going on the 
dates, but for the matchmakers themselves.
“Gracie [Steelman] and I both agree 
it was the most fun Valentine’s Day we 
have ever had,” Boyd said. “It was really fun 
because we were close with all the girls and 
boys who participated. The boys all brought 
their blind dates flowers or chocolates 
without us even having to tell them to.”
Boyd said that afterwards, they had several 
people — both men and women — text them, 
saying how much fun they had. Boyd said 
it started as a joke, but ended up being one 
of their favorite nights of freshman year yet.
ELLIE SHELTON 
student writer
Dr. Dutch Hoggatt, professor of communication, adjusts settings on a computer in the KVHU radio studio on Feb. 23. A few of the classes Hoggatt 
taught were radio practicum, broadcasting and radio production.
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Students enjoy sledding, snowball fights and making snow angels after the 
Harding campus closed from Feb. 11 to Feb. 19. A snowball fight was held 
by students on the front lawn on Feb. 15. 
Harding students enjoyed seven consecutive 
snow days, Feb. 11-19, due to multiple winter 
storms sweeping the state.
Harding’s students come from all over the 
country and world. While many students 
experience cold temperatures in their home 
area, some students had their first encounter 
with such conditions during the recent 
winter storm.
Junior Moses Rivera is from Longmont, 
Colorado, where snow seasons last from 
October until mid-spring. Because of this, 
Rivera said he is no stranger to the cold.
“The most intense snow I’ve ever experienced 
was a while ago when I was in elementary 
school,” Rivera said. “I remember it was a 
pretty intense blizzard that lasted a couple 
of days and, at the end of it, we had about 
3 to 4 feet of snow. We have a picture of me 
and my brother in the snow with our heads 
barely poking out of the top of the snow.”
While Searcy did not accumulate multiple 
feet of snow, some Arkansas locals were 
still shocked by the amount of powder 
they witnessed. 
Many Floridians were previously 
unacquainted to the icy elements. Coming 
from Winter Garden, Florida, junior Lindley 
Davis experienced one of her first snow days.
“It was fun getting to have my first 
‘snow day’ and be off school to just enjoy 
the snow and have fun with friends,” Davis 
said. “When it started snowing Sunday 
afternoon, I immediately had to go outside 
and stand in it and feel the snow falling. 
It made me so happy and so excited that I 
couldn’t do any homework.” 
Davis said that while she was not the 
most prepared for the winter conditions, 
she still enjoyed the snow days a lot.
“Being from Florida, I’m not always 
prepared for the cold weather but am like 
a kid on Christmas morning looking out 
my window in the morning and seeing the 
white snow cover everything in my sight,” 
Davis said. “This Florida girl loves the snow.”
 Freshman Britney Njeri, who is originally 
from Kenya, said she enjoyed her first snow 
experience. Njeri said that Kenya did not have 
seasons, meaning she had not experienced 
the cold elements very much.
“It’s one of those moments I cannot 
fully explain because it was just more than 
beautiful,” Njeri said. “I love opening my 
window blinds when I wake up, and it’s 
so serene. But on Monday, I was beyond 
cheerful after seeing the snow outside. It 
was falling heavily, and I think that is the 
most beautiful thing.”
  Many students also participated in a 
campus-wide snowball fight on Monday, 
Feb. 15, which garnered a lot of participants 
through social media posts by social clubs on 
campus and the Campus Activities Board. 
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   Harding faculty enjoyed their snow days 
in many different ways, from playing in 
the snow with their children, to enjoying 
time inside with pets or connecting with 
students online.
  Noah Darnell, instructor of communication, 
said he spent time teaching his dog new tricks. 
     “I think the biggest challenge that [I] 
had to deal with [was] teaching my dog to 
take a walk like normal in a foot of snow,” 
Darnell said. “My dog and I discovered socks 
seem to work to avoid frozen feet. Carrying 
a 60-pound dog is not a great experience, but 
carrying her in ice? Even less so.”
      Other professors found a way to connect 
with students and talk theology.
      “I had some great meetings with students,” 
assistant professor of Bible and ministry Mac 
Sandlin said. “I made some great food, played 
board games with friends and had a great 
time with my kids. I love teaching face-to-
face, so the online classes [were] a struggle 
for me, but we got some good work done.”
     Students did not have to meet in person 
for class, although this did not necessarily 
mean there was less work for the week. 
     “Snow days are not off days for faculty, 
and they really aren’t for students either,” 
assistant professor of Bible and ministry 
Anessa Westbrook said. “I know my students 
have been very faithful in attending class and 
many have been using their time to write 
papers and work on projects. Due to my 
busy schedule, other than looking out the 
window and checking on the pretty white 
snow I have not done much. I have enjoyed 
seeing it, though, and seeing the birds that 
have flocked our yard.”
     While the snow days kept faculty and 
students from being together, some faculty 
were thankful to spend the days with family. 
     “I love snow,” Sandlin said. “I love playing 
with my wife and kids in the snow, though 
I’d have preferred one or two days instead 
[of ] five.”
Essential workers brave the snow
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Most students and faculty spent last week 
in their dorms and houses, but the essential 
workers on Harding’s campus remained 
hard at work throughout the winter storm, 
which occurred Feb. 11-19.  
According to Director of Public Safety 
Craig Russell, most of these employees 
work with public safety, physical resources 
or dining services. Those that are not 
considered essential stayed home.
“It’s my responsibilities that make me 
essential,” sophomore Daniel Wolfe, student 
worker for the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS), said. “So through Public Safety in 
particular, I’m in charge of locking buildings, 
[and] I’m in charge of answering phone 
calls and making sure people can get in 
their cars and vehicles. I’m the one that 
will brave the snow to help jumpstart your 
car and dig you out.”
  DPS operates all day, every day of the 
week.
“In Public Safety, they know that if we’ve 
got an emergency we’re supposed to contact 
our supervisors to see what is needed and 
how [we can] help,” Russell said. “Physical 
Resources — especially when we have 
weather like this — at least a portion of 
their team is considered essential.”
 Many campus employees who work in 
the cafeteria did not go home last week 
because of the road conditions, and they 
instead spent the night at the Heritage 
Inn at Harding.
 “I live 25 miles [away], and I’m not 
comfortable driving,” Sylvia Baker, who 
works in Chartwells’s allergen department, 
said. “Anybody that [stayed] and [worked] 
during the snowstorm — they [gave] us a 
room upstairs in the hotel to stay.”
  Russell said that because many of the 
essential workers are required to work when 
the rest of campus is closed, they are able 
to take paid time off at a later date.
 “Other employees typically would be off 
with pay, [but] if an essential worker has 
to work, then they basically get that same 
amount of time off with pay some other 
way,” Russell said.
 The University’s Physical Resources 
Department had additional tasks to complete 
after the winter storms caused pipes to burst 
in many campus buildings and the roads 
and sidewalks to be covered.
 “They [had] people out very early in the 
morning putting salt down on sidewalks, 
doing their best to kind of make it as safe 
as we possibly [could] for students even 
[though we weren’t] having classes because 
students [would] continue to go to the 
cafeteria,” Russell said. “Because, you know, 
the students [had] to eat.”
  Harding’s essential workers adapted to 
the lack of equipment and worked to keep 
the campus as safe as possible.
 “I would love for a snow plow, if we’re 




Students savor seven 
consecutive snow days
Faculty stay home, enjoy snow with family, friends
Faculty members share snow day photos. Photo credits clockwise from top 
middle: Heath Carpenter, Noah Darnell, Scott Adair, Mac Sandlin and Tim 
Westbrook.
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Snow covers East Market Avenue on Feb. 17. Harding hosted essential 
workers in the Heritage Inn who were unable to travel safely.
